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** AWATOTO Field Now Fully OPEN **   
 

Upcoming Events 

Featured Articles: 

                              (Top) The Lance Hickey Mustang ready for another sortie.  

(Above) The Marty Hughes large Piper Cub in action  (Both pics by Clive Baker)       
02/03 February 2019 - 

Warbirds over Awatoto. 

 



And the Prez Sezé.. 

Yes, another year has passed, and a very eventful one at that. We have long suggested that we must maintain a 
healthy bank balance for a rainy day. Back in June we had that rainy day, and our field was a mess and out of action 
for four or five months. Last week I mowed the field, and am pleased to report that all the work put into repairing the 
field is starting to show. The new grass is growing fairly well with a reasonably good strike, so we should have all our 
field back to normal by the time our Warbirds event comes around in February. 

We held a couple of working bees to get the field to where it is now. The first was well attended and a great effort 
was put in by all those there. Unfortunately the second one was not so well attended which is very disappointing. As 
a club, everything is done for the benefit of all. So it is disappointing when the majority of members feel it appropriate 
to leave the work for the minority. It would be much easier for those willing souls to employ outside contractors  
whenever there is work to be done. But the purpose of member working bees is to save money, and thereby maintain 
subs at a reasonable level. If we had to pay outsiders to undertake the work that is done by working bees, your subs 
would inevitably be significantly higher. So perhaps a little more generosity of time in the future will help keep the 
subs at a reasonable level for all, for longer. 

Of course having said that, there are some things that we cannot control the cost of and  so incomes have to be   
adjusted to suit. You will have read in the latest Model Flying World that our national insurance scheme costs have 
risen significantly, and that Model Flying New Zealand have been forced to increase our affiliation fees for next year. 
This cost will be passed on to you, the members. However, we as a committee, do not feel that there is a need to 
increase our club fees at this stage. We have had a nest egg tucked away for the express purpose of being able to 
pay for repairs to our field in case of a flood situation. And yes we have spent some $7500 on flood repairs this year. 
But we can cover that from existing finances. Should we get another flood situation next year that has similar costs 
we may then have to consider increasing club subscriptions. In the meantime, we will maintain the status quo at club 
level. 

As we approach the end of the year, and start looking towards next year, we need to consider the make up of our 
new committee. During the year we had some discussion about amending the flying protocols that we use at the 
Awatoto field. This proved a little irksome, as we did not have adequate representation on the committee from all the 
different disciplines that we as modellers enjoy. As a consequence some planned suggestions proved to be           
inappropriate. These difficulties were ultimately sorted out after a bit of consultation, but it became obvious that it 
would have been easier if we had had the appropriate representation on committee from the outset. 

Accordingly, I am suggesting, with the current committeeôs agreement, that when forming our new committee for 
2019/2020, that we consider having on board persons that can adequately speak for the aerobatics, soaring, vintage, 
scale and general flying disciplines. If this means increasing the number of committee members by one or two, I    
consider it a good option. Having said all that, we are now in the position of asking all members to consider who you 
would like to have on your committee, and in what capacity. Remember all club office positions are up for election 
every year. Please seek acceptance of the people you wish to nominate and see Page 7 or ask our current Secretary 
Brett for an appropriate nomination form to be filled out and signed. As a heads up, Brett does not wish to continue 
as Secretary as he feels that he has enough work looking after the website and bulletins. So that is the first position 
we need to consider filling. 
Some club members are already aware that we have gained the use of an alternative field for silent flight. This field is 
in Haumoana, and is outside of controlled airspace. It is therefore easier to get a NOTAM for extra height clearance 
above the standard 400ft that we normally are restricted to. For this reason, the site is ideally suited for the serious 
soaring models, and a successful competition has already flown on the field. Joe and Rowdy, in particular, have been 
making good use of the field, along with others from the soaring group. Their efforts are obviously paying off, and we 
must congratulate Joe and Kevin for their recent successes in both Singapore and China. 

This edition of Prez Sez comes out as the festive season begins. Please all enjoy a safe and happy silly season, and 
a successful Nats for those attending, and I will be back to help with our Warbirds event in February, to kick start  
another great year for Model Flying Hawkes Bay. 

Cheers, 

Stuart Sturge 

President 
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From the Editor 

Hi everyone,                                                                                                                                                                
From my perspective, it has been an interesting and somewhat challenging year for the club. We had a good turnout 
and great weather for Warbirds 2018 in February, two major Awatoto field floods in June and July, were offered a 
separate field for the silent flight section of the club and finally, had our website go óofflineô and had to reconstruct the 
site from scratch all over again!  But things are now looking up in that the field is almost back to normal state and will 
be useable for Warbirds 2019 in February, the website is back up and after a bit of work, is now a bit more user-
friendly than the previous one and the vintage scene in the club continues to grow too.                                            
The website will also be updated on a more regular basis, so go to it regularly yourself to see whatôs going in the 
club. 

An early notice of the 2019 Club AGM on Page 7. Reason for this is that a good number of the current committee will 
be stepping down at the end of this calendar year. Our constitution does state: At each AGM the members of 
 the management committee shall retire but are eligible for re-election.                                                                       
So there is a nomination form link on Page 7 if you feel you want to give something back to your club and be involved 
in the running of it.                                                                                                                                                             
I am quite surprised that in a club of around 100 members, we seem to always struggle to get a full committee and 
those that are on it are just swapping hats and roles every year. 

One other small matter - a few weeks back  young Stan Nicholas has his Buzzard Bombshell fly away                                                       
on him. I subsequently sent out the notice at right to our members just in case someone either saw or                  
found it.                                                                                                                                                                                                 
I am now happy to report that one of our members, Mike Harris was contacted by a friend living near the Meanee 
Speedway to tell him said model had landed in a paddock near there. Owner then contacted and drove out to collect 
his model. Model also completely Undamaged. Been suggested that Stan invest in a Lotto ticket! 

Thanks, as always to those that helped with content in this edition namely: Barrie Russell, Clive Baker, Stuart Sturge, 
Mike Shears, Chris Wong, Jose Leocadio and anyone else Iôve forgotten.  Just makes putting this rag together that 
much easier!   

Finally, on behalf of the committee, I would like to wish all of our members and readers both a Happy and Safe 
Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. 

Brett 
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The landing strip area flight-line gates have now been reinstalled on the field again.                                                          
Can you please now fly from that area in future please. 



Committee Notes 

Summary of Minutes of the Committee Meeting of ñModel Flying Hawkes Bay Inc.ò   

Held at the club shed, Waitangi Rd Awatoto on Tuesday 6th November  2018. 

The meeting started at 7.00 pm. 

Members present:  Stuart Sturge, Mike Shears, Stan Nicholas, , Brett Robinson. 

Apologies: Robert Lockyer (overseas), Phil Sharp (bad back). 

One committee member did not attend and under rule 8.6 of the club constitution (below) the meeting did Not have a      
quorum and therefore no voting or resolutions could be made. (Rule 8.6. The quorum for a management committee 
meeting shall be five members.) 

Minutes of the previous meeting held on Tuesday 2nd October 2018 were therefore to be carried over to the next 
committee meeting in December. 

Summary of Minutes of the Committee Meeting of ñModel Flying Hawkes Bay Inc.ò   

Held at the club shed, Waitangi Rd Awatoto on Tuesday 4th December 2018. 

The meeting started at 7.00 pm. 

Members present:  Stuart Sturge, Mike Shears, Robert Lockyer, Stan Nicholas, John Sutherland, Brett Robinson, 
Phil Sharp. 

Apologies: Nil 

 

Main Points: 

¶ The matter of Peter Bergman (Pilot Pete) attending Warbirds with his mobile model shop was discussed and it 
was agreed that we invite him to attend Warbirds 2019.  

¶ Asking if another NOTAM for N.I. Vintage Champs 23/25 March 2019 is possible? Brett read out the response 
he had received from CAA (Paula Moore) in that she is now in another CAA role, but has now passed our      
request onto Hamish McCoy, Aeronautical Services Officer who is now handling airspace designations, and 
Sean Rogers, Manager Aeronautical Services, for their consideration of our request. 

¶ Robert tabled and presented the financial statements for the end of November 2018 accounts. 

¶ It was noted that based on an average return from Warbirds and our current level of membership, we can still 
operate within budget.  

¶ Given the recent weather, that the grass is now coming away although he felt there are still some issues with 
some of the electric fence waratahs being knocked over and also a wire being off and touch a post. Both issues 
have now been attended to and the electric fence is back in full operation again. 

¶ Warbirds -  The various jobs/roles were gone through and allocated to various people.   

¶ Website - Jobs to do... need to óbird proofô the webcam camera. Also need to fix both the weather station       
temperature and rainfall indicators. It was agreed the weather station fixes Not be priority at this time. 

¶ Parking on the field ï Now the field is back to almost normal use, it was decided we need to revert back to the 
normal usage field rules. No cars to be driven on the field. Secretary to send out and e-mail to the membership 
advising them of this.  

¶ CAA ï Notams ï This matter was discussed at some length and it was advised that we had discussed this     
matter, also in some detail with Alex Wardley and the fact we now have a new contact person within CAA. It was 
felt a new and different approach needed to be adopted. We also need to be always mindful of our field model 
flying and full-size aircraft interactions. There was some discussion regarding various hardware and methods on 
our ongoing interactions with Napier Tower.   

Continued next page.... 
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Committee Notes 

From previous page.... 
 
 

¶ Club Trophies ï It was noted that he had now found and inspected a majority of the club trophies. Most were in 
a box in the tractor shed. He asked those present for their thoughts on what events/competitions that said tro-
phies could be allocated to in the future.  He also noted that Two trophies are missing: Jay Gee Cup (for Slope      
Soaring) and the Newrick Cup (for scale.)  Secretary asked to e-mail the membership asking if anyone had them 
or knew where they were.   

¶ AGM 2019 - Date agreed on by all to be 20th March 2019   (See Page 7 for details.) 

¶ New Haumoana Flying Site -  It was suggested that at the present time the field be allocated as a Silent Flight   
Field only and also that No mowing take place on that field. 

¶ Little Stik raffle ï there was some discussion about perhaps holding this at Warbirds 2019. It was decided, 
mainly due to a lack of available members to run this, that we defer the raffle until After Warbirds. 

¶ Clubnights ï It was agreed to have one at the end of February. Barrie has offered to organise and speak about 
Vintage flying. 

¶ Concrete pads for the field ï Need to obtain some quotes for having this done, although some members have 
indicated that they can do the job. There was some discussion on just where the pilots standing pad be located. 
It was decided to move this pad 10 metres from the flight-line and extend the pad to allow two sets of starting 
poles to be erected at each end. (Size: 15m x 3m square)  It was agreed that this be looked at ASAP at the   
coming weekend, so a layout could be done to see how it looked Before ordering any concrete. Also felt that the 
concrete needed some mesh within it to allow for a more stable pad long term. 

The meeting closed at 10:00pm, thanks to all for their attendance.    
 

Next meeting to be held on Tuesday 15th January 2019 at the club shed. 

(Mainly for a Warbirds update, prior to the event.) 
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Cartoon Corner 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING NOTICE 

 

Notice is hereby given that the 2019 Annual General Meeting of  

Model Flying Hawkes Bay Inc. will be held on : 

  

Wednesday 20th March  2019 at 7:00pm  at:  

The National Service Club 

8 Market Street North  Hastings  
  

Agenda. 

¶ Welcome 

¶ Apologies 

¶ Reading of the Minutes from the previous AGM. 

¶ Matters Arising 

¶ Club Officer's reports 

¶ Election of Officers: 

Current committee members wishes for the 2019/2020 committee: 

Stuart Sturge  - Step down (President.) 

Robert Lockyer - Stay on as Treasurer Only.  

Brett Robinson -  Step down (Secretary   

Stan Nicholas - Step down as Field Manager  (to remain on mowing roster.) 

Mike Shears - Step down. 

John Sutherland - Stay on as Club Captain. 

Phil Sharp - Stay on as committee man. 
 

¶ General Business 
 

All members welcome. 

  

** Club fees will also be due - (Note: you need to be financial to vote at an AGM) ** 

 

Brett Robinson 

Secretary 

 

Nomination forms can be downloaded (PDF Format) - HERE 

http://www.mfhb.org.nz/documents/Nomination_form.pdf
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Club Christmas Party - Sunday 9th December 

 

 

 

 

 

The event was held again this year at the Filter Room not far from the Awatoto field. 
About 32 were present and had a very friendly and nice time with good food at a reasonable 
cost.    
I think all enjoyed themselves. 
Barrie Russell 

. 
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I give youééé..  Hotel Shears! 

And the MFHB óNats 2019ô contributioné... 




















































